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Introductions

Captain Ryan Hogsten

Rescue Company 1

Lexington Fire Department

LieutenantDoug Hargreaves

Executive Officer of Special 
Operations

Lexington Fire Department

-30 Years with Kentucky Fire Service
-22 years with Special Operations-Urban Search & Rescue
-17 years with OH-TF1 (FEMA Urban Search & Rescue)
-Multiple National/Statewide deployments including Hurricane Ian, Surfside FL, 
Candle Factory Mayfield KY, Mudslide/Collapse Stanton KY, Eastern KY Flood, 
Hurricanes, etc.
-12 years as Structural Collapse Leader for Lexington Fire Dept.

-Presented on the behalf of Kentucky at 2022 SUSAR Conference
-30 years with Kentucky Fire Service
-18 years with Special Operations-Urban Search & Rescue
-5 years with OH-TF1 (FEMA Urban Search & Rescue)
-Multiple National/Statewide deployments including Hurricane Irene, Candle 
Factory Mayfield KY, Clay City Flooding, Mudslide/Collapse Stanton KY, Eastern 
KY Flood, etc.
-Statewide Operations Manager during Eastern KY Floods



Urban Search and Rescue 
in Kentucky

ÅWhat isUrban Search and Rescue?

ÅWhy doesKentucky need 
a USARteam(s)?

ÅHow would a USAR program work 
in Kentucky?

ÅHow much will this cost to fund a 
program?

ÅWhen would Kentucky expectto 
seedeployable teams?

West Liberty KY Tornado 2012



What is Urban 
Search and Rescue 
in 2022?

ÅUrban search and rescue is a type of technical rescue 
operation that involves the highly trained and organized 
teams.

ÅThese teams can locate, extricate, and provide initial 
medical stabilization of victims trapped in 
an urban and rural areas.

ÅOnce described as mainly a team for structural collapses 
due to natural disasters, war, terrorism or accidents. 
Teams today are used for all type of disasters.

ÅThey are known as an organizedAll-Hazards Team that 
follows FEMA guidelines

Candle Factory, Mayfield KY
Western KY Tornado



What are the 
capabilities of a Task 
Force?

ÅPhysical search and rescue operations in 
damaged/collapsed structures

ÅEmergency medical care for 
entombedsurvivors, task force personnel 
and search canines

ÅReconnaissance to assess damage and 
needs, and provide feedback to local, state, 
tribal, territorial and federal officials.

ÅAssessment/shut-off of utilities to houses 
and other buildings

ÅHazardous materials surveys/evaluations

Surfside FL, Condo Collapse



What are the 
capabilities of aTask 
Force?

ÅStructural/hazard evaluations of buildings needed 
for immediate occupancy to support disaster 
relief operations

ÅStabilizing damaged structures, including shoring 
and cribbing operations on damaged buildings

ÅHazardous Materials Equipment Push Packages 
for operations in a contaminated environment

ÅSearch and rescue operations in a water 
environment

Breathitt County Morning 
Operational Brief



Why Urban Search and Rescue?

ÅFlooding

ÅTornados

ÅEarthquakes

ÅHurricanes

ÅIce Storms

ÅInfrastructure Collapse

Clay City Floods of 2021


